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founded international commerce. The obligations of
law were brought home to the people by systems of
close local assurance. The Peace of God, proclaimed by
the great society of the Church, was enforced by courts
whose sanction was almost solely that of mutual assent
and forbearance. Even in 1182 there was founded in
Velai the confraternity of the EncapucJwnnfe, joined by
" many bishops and magnates, nobles, and men of lower
degree." The associations for the preservation of the
peace did not die out indeed before the end of the
thirteenth century, and in the more directly political
sphere they have a parallel in the associations formed
between barons for the enforcement of their rights in
relation to their suzerain, and the system of mutual
sureties which the kings were eager to institute among
their vassals. In France, as in Spain, the spirit which
founded and animated the Juntas was prominent. In
local organisation the spirit manifested itself in the
growth of united bodies within the towns of the north
and centre which opposed an united front to their lords,
lay or clerk, and obtained from them the concession of
a charter which recognised the town as a commune, a
self-governing unit, entering as one body into the feudal
hierarchy and dealing as one with all outside powers.
The grant of the communal privileges was the recogni-
tion of the complete unity of the town in internal
government. It freed the citizens from the arbitrary
treatment of the lords, and placed them in possession of
definite privileges and rights which law could recognise
and perhaps enforce.
From the point of view of the kings, the growth of
communes  outside  their  own  lands  was   of  direct